In 2000, Wolseley resident and artist Darek
Dawda picked up his guitar and challenged
himself to become a singer-songwriter. To
mark his 52nd birthday, he launched the Ael
music project. Throughout 2018, he IS video
recording and releasing a song a week on
the web.

“It’s the most
exciting thing, to
write a song that you
like. It’s such an
amazing activity to
engage in; it feels so
good to sing, so good.
I could work on music
ten hours a day. It
would be the happiest
life for me.”

“I have never put this
much effort into
trying to get a song
to be record-able; I
work hard on those
songs. We have only
two and a half hours
to record two songs
and the MUSICIANS
haven't played them
before, so I have an
initial concept and
then I open it up to
them.”

He debuted the
project with his
spouse Jessica
Gonzalez
performing
harmonies. not
long after, they
invited other
local musicians to
record with them.

I ask Dawda, if twenty years ago, someone predicted he was
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reaction has
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reacted.
excitement of the
launch, the number of
online subscribers has
leveled“I’d
off
. Reaching
a
probably
first laugh,
larger audience has been
then I'd think, well
a challenge.

anything's possible.”

when dawda was younger he couldn’t sing. in his
wordS He says his voice was terrible. however,
he always loved singing, even after an embarrassing childhood experience where his voice
failed him while performing in church, it left
him feeling humiliated. Despite the adversity,
his desire to sing did not diminish.

“There was a mantra in my
head: ‘If only I could
sing, that's all I would
do’. then I had this very
defining moment when I
said to my son, ‘Adam, I'm
going to learn to sing’.”

That’s exactly what he did. Since that time, he dedicated much
of his free time to practicing guitar, taking voice lessons
and writing music; he now has a catalogue of more than 70
songs. Dawda says perseverance and a positive attitude got
him this far and at 52 years old, he believes it’s never too
late to live out your passion.

I ask what it means for him to have this
creative outlet in life.
“I just can’t live without being creative. I think
it’s a way of having your voice in the world; and
music, it's so much fun. It's a physical activity,
it's vocalizing and expressing yourself.
I put the
songs out
and I stand
behind them,
people hear
them and it's
pretty
amazing.”

“I started the
journey with a
question of ‘can I
learn how to sing?’
And now that
question is turning
more into, ‘Yes I
can, now I want to
sing well
consistently’.”

As for live performance, Dawda says he is going to take it one step
at a time and concentrate on finishving his recordings first. He
will consider the next stage of his project once they are
completed. To follow the Ael music project, visit
aelmusic.com.
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